52                 CEREMONIAL RITUALISM.
This must be our principle of action., our rnle of policy; for the most part we must meet and counteract such innovations by truth sufficiently distinct, and arguments sufficiently strong, to convince men that those who would introduce them are not to be listened to. The fundamental error of these religionists, the great danger of their system, is that it is based on a very grave misconception of the nature and object of Christianity. This misconception, as distinctly and succinctly set forth by Bishop Abraham in a sermon preached in an ultra-Ritualistic Church at West Bromwich, is that all prayer is selfish, and that the essence of Christianity is worship; or, in the words of a clergyman to whom Dean Goulburn has been pleased to award a laurel crown, but whose errors and mistakes have been relentlessly shown up by Canon Bwainson, that c Worship is the raison d'etre of the Church's existence,' Well may Canon Swainson ask whether * the Bishop has ever felt the plague of his own heart? or whether Mr. Morton Shaw has forgotten the terms of his Saviour's mission in the final words of St. Matthew's Gospel, or His no less momentous words in the parallel passage of St. Luke (xxiv. 47)?' It would take us too long now to enter into an examination and refutation of this theory; it is sufficient to remind my readers that the aim and end of Christianity was the redemption of mankind, and not the abstract worship of God; that our Lord came down from heaven, not to establish an elaborate scheme of worship, but rather to do away with one which was already established. The essence of Christianity as regards God is, that He has redeemed us from our sins by the death of His Son, that He has given us the gift of eternal life, that He has given us a new morality (a new philosophy it may almost be called), and the gift of the Holy Spirit to enable us to realise it in our hearts and lives. The essence of